The effect of tinidazole on primary EBV infection and immunocompetence.
Tinidazole and metronidazole have been reported beneficial in the treatment of acute anginose infectious mononucleosis. As this disease is caused by the Epstein-Barr virus (EBV), the effect of tinidazole on EBV infection of human B-lymphocytes was investigated. Tinidazole had no effect on induction of EBV determined nuclear antigen (EBNA) or DNA synthesis, while immunoglobulin synthesis was increased in the presence of the drug. Cytotoxicity directed against EBV positive cell lines and long term T-lymphocyte mediated anti-EBV memory, were not affected by tinidazole. In view of these findings we suggest that tinidazole does not act directly on the primary EBV infection in vitro. Nor do our findings indicate any adverse effects of tinidazole on the virus-host relation.